In the Claims: 

1-11 (cancelled) 

12. (currently amended) The combination ao rocitod in claim 1 1 , A thruster boat 
combination comprising: 

a) a boat comprising a hull having a wat e r line, side walls, a bottom wall, and 
a transom, with said bottom wall comprising two wall s ections which extend from 
Ride locations in a downward and laterally inward slant to a ce ntral juncture 
location of the two bottom wall sections, and with said transom meeting said 
hnttom and side walls at bottom and side edo e locations thereof, said boat 
having a thrust operating mode where the bo at is stationary or is moving at a 
sufficiently low speed so that water remains adjace nt to the transom; 

b) a thruster which is mounted at the transo m of the boat so as to provide 
lateral thrust, said thruster comprising: 

i) a central thrusting section which has a le ngthwise axis and 
comprises a central housing that defines a through passageway that is 
generally aligned with said lengthwise axis and has two oppositely 
positioned outer end portions, each of which defines an end openin g; 
iH a propeller section positioned in said thro ugh passageway; 

c ) two extension members that are positioned at opposite sides of th e central 
housing, with each extension member ha ving an inner end portion adjacent to a 
related one of said outer end portions of the central housing and extending 
outwardly therefrom, each extension member having a lower perimeter edge 
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Bortjon which is ioc ated so that with the thmster in an operating position and with 
tj ^ LM ^ edqe D ortionsof 

ti}e jwcM|x^^ 

mmj2 ^^ lower downwardly firing s. ifface that defines a flow 

inn.r .nd flow eas sa g^way portion adiacent one of the end openings o fjhe 
rpntral housing; 

j^frn^r h.in n configured and arrang ed, so that with the thruster 
located atthp transom in it * operating position: 

n wH the hoat is trave»"g a t a diffident sneed through the water to 

c.^ejhj^^ 

th» thruster is «■ .h^ntiallv cl ea r o f the water that is at the transom 
wake surface, 

_ Ji) __ :: h 2 ^ ^ is nneratina and the h oat is in a lateral thrust operati ng 

m0 de^mt^^ 

locateAsodhal^^ 

oO.e^ndopemna^^^ 

fmm hPina entra ined in the water entoring into the center housing, and 
wherein a distance between outer end edges of the two extension members is no 
greater than about sixty percent and no less than about twenty five percent of a 
distance between outer edge locations of the transom where the bottom and side 
walls meet. 
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13. (currently amended) The combination as recited in cla i m 11 claim 12 , wherein a 
distance between outer end edges of the two extension members is no greater 
than about fifty percent and no less than about thirty percent of a distance 
between outer edge locations of the transom where the bottom and side walls 
meet. 

14. (cancelled) The combination as recited in claim 12 cla i m 11 . wherein a distance 
between outer end edges of the two extensions is no greater than about forty 
percent of a distance between outer edge locations of the transom where the 
bottom and side walls meet. 

15. (cancelled) The combination as recited in claim 12 c l aim 11 . wherein a distance 
between outer end edges of the two extension members is no less than about 
thirty percent of a distance between outer edge locations of the transom where 
the bottom and side walls meet. 

1 6. (currently amended) Th e combinat i on as r e cit o d in c l aim 15, A thruster boat 
combination comprising: 

a) a boat comprising a hull having a water line, side walls, a bottom wall, and 
a transom, with said bottom wall comprising two wall sections which extend from 
side locations in a downward and laterally inward slant to a central juncture 
location of the two bottom wall sections, and with said transom meeting said 
bottom and side walls at bottom and side edge locations thereof, said boat 
having a thrust operating mode where the boat is stationary or is moving at a 
sufficiently low speed so that water remains adjacent to the transom; 
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b) a thruster which is mou n ts at the transom of the boat so as to provide 
lateral thru st , said thrus ter comprising: 

h a central thrusting section which has a lengthwis e axis and 
comprises a centra] housing that defines a through passageway that is 
n0 n^ ra il y ali gned with s aid lengthwise axis and has two oppositely 
pncitinnen outer end p ortions each of which defines an end opening; 
in a propeller section positione d in said through passageway; 
two extension members t h at are positioned at opposite sides of the central 
housing, with each extension me mher having an inner end portion adjacent to a 
related one of said outer end portions of the central housing and extending 
outwardly there^m each exten sion member having a lower perimeter edge 
portion which is located so that w ith the thruster in an operating position and with 
the hoat being in a lateral thrust o perating mode, the perimeter edge portions of 
the two extension members are b ^w the water line of the boat, each extension 
member having a lower downwardly facing su rf a c e th at defines a flow 
passageway at the downwardl y facing surface, said flow passageway having an 
inner end flow p assageway port^n adjacent one of the end openings of the 
central housing; 

d) said thr-ster heing co nfi gured and arranged, so that with the thruster 
located at the transom in its operating position: 

i ) when the hoat is traveling at a sufficien t spee d th rough the water to 

cause the water to separate from the transom and form a transom wake surface, 
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the thruster is substantially clear of the water that is at the transom 
wake surface, 

_ ii) when the thruster is operating and the boat is in a lateral thrust operating 
mode, the two extension members have their lower perimeter edge portions 
located so that as water flows bv the lower perimeter edge porti ons and into one 
of the end openings of the center housing, ambient air is substantially prevented 
from being entrained in the water entering into the center housing, and 
a) wherein a distance between outer end edges of the two extension members 

is no greater than about sixty percent and no less than about twenty five 

percent of a distance between outer edge locations of the transom where the 

bottom and side walls meet, 
b^ wherein a distance between outer end edges of the two extension members 

is no less than about thirty percent of a distance between outer edge 

locations of the transom where the bottom and side walls meet, and 
c) wherein a distance between outer end edges of the two extensions is no less 

than about forty percent of a distance between edge locations of the transom 

where the bottom and side walls meet. 
17. (original) The combination as recited in claim 12, wherein each end opening of the 
housing is defined by a surrounding rim having a depth dimension, each of said 
extension members having a maximum width dimension extending from one side 
of said extension member to the other side thereof, said maximum width 
dimension being at least about equal to or greater than the depth dimension of 
the end opening of the housing adjacent to that extension member. 
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18. (original) The combination as recited in claim 17, wherein each of said extension 

members has its downwardly facing surface shaped so that the flow passageway 
has a greater depth dimension at said inner end flow passageway portion and a 
lesser depth dimension at an outer end portion of said extension member. 

19. (original) The combination as recited in claim 12, wherein a substantial portion of the 

pehmeter edge portion of each extension member is below an upper portion of a 
surrounding rim defining the end opening of the central housing by a distance 
that is at least about one-half of a depth dimension of the end opening defined by 
the surrounding rim. 

20. (original) The combination as recited in claim 12, wherein each end opening of the 

housing is defined by a surrounding rim defining the end opening, each of said 
end openings have a depth dimension, each extension member having an inner 
end portion adjacent to its related end opening, an outer end portion, and a 
length dimension from said inner end portion to the outer end portion, with a 
length dimension from said inner end portion to said outer end portion of the 
extension member being at .east as great as the depth dimension of its related 
end opening. 

21 . (original) The combination as recited in claim 20 wherein said length dimension from 

said inner end portion to said outer end portion of the extension member is at 
least as great as one and one-half times said depth dimension. 

22. (original) The combination as recited in claim 15, wherein a length dimension of the 

central housing section of the thruster is between about nine percent to thirty 



7 



percent of a length dimension between outer edge locations of the transom 
where the side walls meet the bottom wall. 

23. (original) The combination as recited in claim 15, wherein a length dimension of the 

central housing section of the thruster is no greater than about thirteen percent to 
about twenty percent of a length dimension between outer edge locations of the 
transom where the side walls meet the bottom wall. 

24. (original) The combination as recited in claim 15, wherein a length dimension of the 

central housing section of the thruster is about nine percent to three-twentieths of 
a length dimension between outer edge locations of the transom where the side 
walls meet the bottom wall. 
I 25. (currently amended) The combination as recited in 64a^cladmi2, wherein an 
' upper portion of said center housing of the thruster is at a depth below the water 

line of the boat which is less than a distance equal to a vertical dimension of the 
end opening of the passageway of the central housing. 
26. (original) The combination as recited in claim 25, wherein the upper portion of the 
center housing of the thruster is at or adjacent to the water line of the boat. 
I 27. (currently amended) The combination as recited in dajr^Gia^, wherein a 
' vertical dimension of one of the end openings of the passageway of the central 

housing is no less than about two-thirds of a vertical distance between the water 
line and a lower portion of the transom of the boat. 
I 28. (currently amended) The combination as recited in cMm^ela^, wherein a 
' vertical dimension of one of the openings of the passageway of the central 
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housing is no less than about three-quarter of a vertical distance between the 
water line and a lower portion of the transom of the boat. 

29. (currency amended) The combination as recited in c*n12et**44. wherein a 
vertical dimension of one of the openings of the passageway of the central 
housing is no less than about eighty-one percent of a vertical distance between 
the water line and a lower portion of the transom of the boat. 

30-64. (cancelled) 
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